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What are Position Paper Activities?

Before our lives were turned upside down by the coronavirus, I had planned 
to use Hamilton as the inspiration for a researched position paper.

Since this plan does not make sense in our current situation, I have revised 
the assignment from writing a paper to completing a series of activities that 
will help us think about how to effectively argue a position and to think 
critically about Hamilton.

To recap: NO PAPER

YES, daily activities!



Position Paper Activities Goals

▪ To use active, engaged reading skills to understand an expert’s critique of 
Hamilton

▪ To think about Hamilton and respond to Hamilton as social and political 
rhetoric

What questions does Hamilton evoke about our time, our place, 
and our perceptions?

▪ To address the opposition fairly and effectively

▪ To practice MLA documentation skills

▪ To select and use quotations effectively

▪ To write clearly and effectively to express our thoughts and ideas



Position Paper Activities Topic

Despite the change in our activities, our topic will remain the same.

From its conception, critics and admirers have been describing Lin-Manuel 
Miranda’s Hamilton: An American Musical as revolutionary. While its setting 
makes this description an irresistible play on words, does the claim stand up 
to scrutiny? Does Hamilton challenge the status quo or does it reinforce 
traditional ideas?

In other words, does Hamilton tell us the same old stories that we’ve always 
told, or does it tell us something new and different?



Position Paper Activities Topic

More specifically, we will look at what Hamilton communicates about these 
topics in American history and now:

The roles and perceptions of women and men (gender)

The perception and treatment of race (race)

Perceptions of the founding of America and the people who founded it 
(history)

The words in parentheses will serve as short versions of these topics!



Step 1: Read an expert’s critique of Hamilton

Our first step will be to read what an expert on these topics says. I have 
taken four articles from the book Historians on Hamilton: How a Blockbuster 
Musical is Restaging America’s Past. In this book, historians and scholars 
write about their reactions to and concerns about Hamilton: An American 
Musical.

The back of the book states that the editors “bring together a collection of 
top scholars to explain the Hamilton phenomenon and explore what it might 
mean for our understanding of America’s history. The contributors examine 
what the musical got right, what it got wrong, and why it matters.”

For our purpose, “why it matters” is going to be important!



Step 1: Read an expert’s critique of Hamilton

Why read these articles?

1. These authors all take a position on the musical. The articles are examples 
of researched position papers, which is what we are studying.

2. The authors take complex positions. Their insights are not clear cut, polar 
positions. They show a world that is not always easy to understand or to 
navigate.

3. These articles are examples of scholarly works. Our class is CP – college 
prep – and these articles represent the type of readings you may be 
expected to work with next year. They will be a challenge -- but you are up 
to it! We will take plenty of time for reading and processing.

4. The articles demonstrate the fair, unbiased language and claims you need 
to be able to make in academic settings.



Step 1: Read an expert’s critique of Hamilton

Choose ONE of the four articles below. You will work with this article over the 
next two weeks to help you decide if you see Hamilton as revolutionary or not. 
The next four slides offer a brief statement about the articles to help you 
choose the one that sounds most interesting to you.

You can find copies of the articles on our CP 12 Teams page. I also sent them as 
attachments in a group email.

“Can We Get Back to Politics? Please?” (history)

“Remember . . . I’m Your Man” (gender)

“Race-Conscious Casting and the Erasure of the Black Past in Hamilton” (race)

“Reckoning with America’s Racial Past, Present, and Future in Hamilton” (race 
and immigration)



Step 1: Read an expert’s critique of Hamilton

“Can We Get Back to Politics? Please?” (history)

Author Joanne B. Freeman considers what Alexander Hamilton’s politics really 
were. She writes about the way the musical distorts our vision of Hamilton 
and other politicians from the time period and why that matters.



Step 1: Read an expert’s critique of Hamilton

“Remember . . . I’m Your Man” (gender)

Author Catherine Allgor considers how women and men are portrayed in 
Hamilton. She discusses the idea of “coverture,” or the fact that women had 
no legal identity in colonial and post-Revolutionary America.



Step 1: Read an expert’s critique of Hamilton

“Race-Conscious Casting and the Erasure of the Black Past in Hamilton” (race)

Author Lyra D. Monteiro considers the effect of casting actors of color in the 
roles of white historical people who participated in a culture of slavery and 
oppression. She considers how this act can both empower and oppress.



Step 1: Read an expert’s critique of Hamilton

“Reckoning with America’s Racial Past, Present, and Future in Hamilton” (race)

Author Patricia Herrera considers how we tell stories that cover up the past 
and make true understanding more difficult. She uses her own children’s 
experience with Hamilton as the starting point for her essay.


